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no doubt that the Papal dispensation might be obtained
for a marriage, though within the prohibited degrees,
yet by no means offensive to the natural feelings in
the West, and of so much importance in directing tho
united arms of Leon and Castile against the Moham'
medans.   But to this deviation from the sacred canons
the Pope Ccelestine had expressed his determination not
to accede; he sent the Cardinal Guido of St. Angelo to
prohibit this second profane wedlock.    The Cardinal
was to pronounce the interdict against  both realms,
excommunication against both Sovereigns, unless the
hateful contract were annulled.    Under this sentence
were included, as abettors of the sin, the Archbishop of
Salamanca, the Bishops of Zamora, Astorga, and Leon.
The Bishop of Oviedo was persecuted by the King of
Leon, as inclined to obey the Pope rather than his tem-
poral sovereign.4   Innocent was not likely to be indul-
gent where his predecessor had been severe.   To this
marriage he applies the strongest terms of censure: it
is incestuous, abominable to God, detestable in the sight
of man.   The Brother Eainer is ordered to ratify in the
most solemn manner the interdict of the kingdoms, the
excommunication of the Kings.   Eainer cited the Kings
to appear before him.    The King of Leon paid no re-
gard to the summons; the King of Castile averted the
interdict for a time by declaring his readiness to receive
back his daughter.   But he had no intention to restore
certain casfcles which he had obtained as her dowry.
The Archbishop of Toledo and the Bishop of Palencia
on the part of the King of Castile, the Bishop of Zamora
on that of the King of Leon, appeared in Rome.   They
could hardly obtain a hearing from the inexorable
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